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NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP 
Jahmy S. Graham (SBN 300880) 
jahmy.graham@nelsonmullins.com
Michael E. Seager (SBN 354564) 
michael.seager@nelsonmullins.com
Two California Plaza 
350 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2200 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Telephone: 424.221.7470 
Facsimile: 279.202.2017 

Attorneys for Defendant 
MAZDA MOTOR OF AMERICA, INC. d/b/a 
MAZDA NORTH AMERICAN OPERATIONS 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

Gary Guthrie, Stephanie Crain, Chad 
Hinton, Julio Zelaya, Anna Gilinets, 
Marcy Knysz, Lester Woo, and Amy 
Bradshaw, on behalf of themselves and all 
others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs,  

v.  

Mazda Motor of America, Inc., 

Defendants. 

Case No.: 8:22-cv-01055-DOC-DFM

[Assigned to Judge David O. Carter] 

DECLARATION OF ANTHONY 
PARRIS IN SUPPORT OF 
DEFENDANT MAZDA MOTOR 
OF AMERICA, INC.’S RESPONSE 
TO OBJECTION OF FRANCIS J. 
FARINA 

Date:       September 16, 2024 
Time:       8:30 a.m. 
Courtroom:    10A 

Complaint Filed:  April 19, 2022 
SAC Filed:  October 31, 2022 
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DECLARATION OF ANTHONY PARRIS 

I, Anthony Parris, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen and competent to sign this Declaration. I 

submit this Declaration in support of Defendant Mazda Motor of America, Inc. d/b/a 

Mazda North American Operations (“MNAO”)’s response to the Objections of 

Francis J. Farina. 

2. I am the Service Manager at Lake Norman Auto Mall, LLC d/b/a Keffer 

Mazda (“Keffer Mazda”). Based on my prior and current job responsibilities and my 

review of Keffer Mazda’s business documents and records kept in the ordinary course 

of business, I am familiar with the information discussed in this declaration, in 

particular, the information discussing the purchase and maintenance history of a 

vehicle owned by Francis J. Farina (“Farina”) and the requirements for emissions 

inspections in North Carolina.  

3. Except as to those matters stated upon information and belief––for which 

matters I have a good faith basis to believe are true and correct––I make this 

declaration based on my review of corporate documents and records kept in the 

ordinary course of business, including information obtained by other Keffer Mazda 

personnel in the course of their duties. If called as a witness, I could and would testify 

competently as to the matters set forth in this Declaration. 

4. I have been informed that Farina is the plaintiff in a proposed class action 

currently pending in the Western District of North Carolina, Farina v. Mazda Motor 

of America, Inc. et al., No. 3:23-cv-50 (the “Farina action”). I have been informed 

that Farina is the owner of the vehicle with the VIN ending in ************05719 

(the “Vehicle”). Attached as Exhibit 1 to this Declaration are the true and correct 

Keffer Mazda purchase records associated with Farina and Farina’s Vehicle. Attached 

as Exhibit 2 are true and correct Keffer Mazda repair and maintenance records 

associated with Farina and Farina’s vehicle (collectively, the “Vehicle Repair and 
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Maintenance Records”). These records are kept in the ordinary course of Keffer 

Mazda’s business. 

5. In April 2021, Farina purchased the Vehicle from Keffer Mazda. (Ex. 1, 

at 1.) Since then, he has brought the Vehicle to Keffer Mazda for repair and 

maintenance on eight (8) occasions. (See generally Ex. 2.) 

6. Until December 19, 2023, the Repair and Maintenance Records do not 

show any complaint of excessive oil consumption. On December 19, 2023, ten 

months after Farina filed his lawsuit, Farina brought the Vehicle to Keffer Mazda for 

routine maintenance and complained that the “engine ha[d been] burning oil” and was 

“down a quart.” (Ex. 2, at 15.) I have been informed that, in response to this complaint, 

Keffer Mazda personnel ran a diagnostic test that did not return any codes—in other 

words, nothing supporting excessive oil consumption. Because of this, the Keffer 

Mazda personnel replaced the Vehicle’s oil and filter and asked Farina to return with 

the Vehicle after one month so Keffer Mazda could confirm the oil consumption. 

Farina did not return with the Vehicle after one month. 

7. The next time Farina brought the Vehicle to Keffer Mazda was on April 

23, 2024. On that date, Farina requested that a North Carolina Safety and Emissions 

Inspection be performed on his vehicle. The results of that Emissions test are found 

at page 20 of Exhibit 2. Farina’s Vehicle passed the North Carolina emissions 

inspection in full. 

8. In particular, the North Carolina emissions inspection process involves 

two parts. First, a “certified analyzer” is connected to the vehicle’s second-generation 

“on-board diagnostic” (“OBDII”) system to ensure that all vehicle emissions 

components/systems are working per the manufacturer’s specifications (the “OBDII 

Test”). The OBDII system and test allows the inspector to detect any problems with 

the vehicle’s emissions components that could result in lack of performance, high 

emissions, or poor fuel economy. Second, a visual safety and tampering inspection is 

conducted on the vehicle’s emissions components (the “Tampering Inspection”). 
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9. Farina's vehicle passed all applicable components of both the Tampering 

Inspection and the OBDII Test. 

10. Based on review of repair and related records at Keffer, Farina's request 

for an emissions inspection in April 2024 was the first and only emissions-related 

request Farina made to Keffer regarding the Vehicle. Farina has never complained to 

Keffer or brought the Vehicle in for service or repair of any issue emissions 

components or complained the Vehicle's emissions or emissions-component do not 

comply with the Vehicle's emissions requirements or warranties. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 

America that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this  ) I  day of September, 2024, at 

Anthon Pa 
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INDEX OF EXHIBITS TO DECLARATION OF ANTHONY PARRIS 

Exhibit Description 

1 A true and correct copy of Keffer Mazda purchase records associated 
with Farina and Farina’s Vehicle 

2 A true and correct copy of Keffer Mazda repair and maintenance 
records associated with Farina and Farina’s vehicle
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on September 12, 2024, I electronically filed the foregoing 

with the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system and I served a copy of the foregoing 

pleading on all counsel for all parties, via the CM/ECF system and/or mailing same 

by United States Mail, properly addressed, and first class postage prepaid, to all 

counsel of record in this matter. 

By: /s/ Jahmy S. Graham
Jahmy S. Graham
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